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Synopsis

Sculpture 1900-1945 provides a new critical analysis of the fascinating development of sculpture in
Europe and America during this important period in art history. The most comprehensive concise
history of modern sculpture available, this account puts sculpture back into relation with a range of
other phenomena, encompassing many kinds of architects, sculptors, and painters, with widely
differing kinds of practices. Penelope Curtis takes Rodin as her point of departure and recurrent
point of reference, building a story that necessarily begins in Paris, the major artistic center of the
era, and evolves around responses to Rodin by sculptors in France, Germany, Britain, and America.
She charts the key developments in the practice and reception of a wide variety of sculpture, from
the avant-garde to public monuments. Covering all the major figures, including Duchamp, Le
Corbusier, Dali, El Lissitzsky, Brancusi, Henry Moore, and Barbara Hepworth, Sculpture 1900-1945
focuses on specific themes in each chapter, ranging from the public place of sculpture, to the private
arena, to the figurative ideal. Filling a gap in the literature, Sculpture 1900-1945 is the only critically

up-to-date book on the subject.
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Customer Reviews

'A book filled with insights’ - Richard Cork, The Times, 21.12.99°A book filled with insights.” Richard
Cork, The Times, 21.12.99 a sophisticated and intelligent history ... the factual accuracy is
extremely high and the depth of knowledge which has gone into its making is impressive.” Patrick

Elliott, Burlington Magazine, May 2000



Penelope Curtis is Curator at the Henry Moore Institute in Leeds, England. She has published
studies of Oto Gutfreund, E. A. Bourdelle, Barbara Hepworth, Julio Gonzalez and twentieth-century
British sculpture, and written catalogue essays for a number of contemporary artists.
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